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Inquiry 
into  ERLC 
concerns 
concludes 

ALEXANORU.  U.  (BP)  - 

The  U>ui«iana  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  (LBC)  Executive 
Board  in  Alexandria  has  con¬ 
cluded  a  study  of  “issues  of 
concern*  relatra  to  the  South¬ 
ern  Bapthtt  Ethics  &  Relmous 
Ufcerty  Conunission  (ERIX') 
in  Nashville,  and  issued  a  let¬ 
ter  commending  ERIX"  Presi¬ 
dent  Russell  Moore  for  “con- 


Muy  10 

Hwt  MBiAMwMt  IMM  the 
ai»  «  Wte  fundi 
tkiriaarid  unposed  nria- 
in^  ^andanis  on  .iborlion 
cftnici  MinnMota  WKpoyers 
fund  43%  o(  abortions  in  the 
state  and  sinoa  1996  have 
paid  mot*  than  $23  diMion 
to  dcwer  77.000  aboniDns. 
PnHifa  advocates,  mduding 
tha  Minnasala  Citizens  for 
Liftt  and  tha  Minnesoia  Fan> 
'  ily  Coundl.  accused  Oaylon 
of  disrespecling  iiwman  arxl 
taxpayers. 


The  letter,  adcuessed  to  the 
ErLc  president  and  trustees, 
also  lUged  Moore  “to  listen 
carefuQy  and  respectfuTy  to 
Southern  BaMlats  even  as  vie 
listen  to  him. 

The  LBC  Executive  Board 
voted  to  report  to  the  conven- 
fioa'a  aOMtai  maatina  ta  ^ 
vtnilMr  “that  h  has  evaluated 
the  eomplaintaludrtsd  againat 
the  ERLC.  that  fta  leedeiship 
has  met  with  Dr.  Moore  ami 
has  sent  a  letter  to  the  tniet- 
ees  of  the  ERtC,  and  encour¬ 
ages  the  churches  to  continue 
iSrir  generous  financial  sup¬ 
port  for  all  our  convention 
yyork,*  accord^  to  a  May  »» 
report  by  Louisiana’s  Baptist 
Message  news  journal 

Eddie  Wren,  president 
of  the  LBC  Executive  Board 
and  pastor  of  Rrst  Church, 
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Agee  has  hpaoj^RCted  as 


19T7,  s  local  tnarcttmg  bend  of  Boys  ScoiAS  and  their 


aOINO  AWAY  -  in  thrt 


*M  Chufrti  of  Jaeus  Owls*  of  Lattar  0**f  Sawita  <U>81  in 
Salt  LMw  City.  Of-  (Phoeo  courtesy  of  Dash  State  Hirtorleel  Society) 


Departures  hit  Boy,  Girl  Scouts 

.1  -la  DotielaledtoBSApoliciisopen- 

Mormons,  Catholics: 

,  za  •  •  ±.y  Rather,  the  Church  said  m 

policies  inconsistent 

^  iWijgned  for  14*  to 


MBCB  designs  take  top  Fields  Awards 


sippi  Baptist  Convention,  had 
three  first  place  finishes  in  the 
2017  FieWa  Awards: 

■  Social  Media:  Campaign 
or  Event  category  for  “Mo»^ 
In  Dsgr  Countdown.*  Hannah 
Waliaoe  and  Jared  Walters. 

■  PublkatiocH-Ma^ne 
category  for  “Beacon  Maga- 
itoe?  Office  of  PxiWic  Relations. 

■  Social  media-campeign  or 
event  category  for  “HeUo  Cam¬ 
paign.*  Lauren  Uvingaton. 
■fttaaiaaippi  College  a^  had 
four  sec^-  and  third-pUce 


FT  LAUDERDALE,  H.  iSp#-  Uteral  Btochure*  for 

nbeeawarda  from  the  Baptist  ventionboarA  _ ,  tav. 

Co^unicators  Asaociation  *We  ^ve  aoM 
in  competition  named  for  the  on  this  t^  ^n- 

Graohic  artiat  Nkk  lewis  support  role  Mplng  w  <rf  «• 
in  tte^BCB  Cocununlcatjoiis  be  at  our  hem  mwmm^^f* 
S^Sep.^  woo  first  *^OoodN^  ari^^ 
place  itt^M  Promotioo  and  d«  work  yroas 

_ -  xaa-Yt  - M>. 


wl  in  NMhvUkp  woo  two 
,t7  Plekk  Awards  for  eovw- 
s  of  dae  20i6  Summer  Ohjn- 
:» in  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Braril 
In  another  recept  awards 
the  Evangelical  Press 


program. 
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CP  :  Best  of  the  Best 
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A  I  Soudtcis  !l*pti»ts,  we  h«ve 
one  ♦*>i"g  that  unites  us.  Atour 
core  totEe  psssioti  to  tske  the 

GoepdoJ  Christ  to  those  who  have 

nevirheMd.  We  work  toge^  toward 
that  common  goal.  As  a  cluio  and 
youiu  adult,  my  heart 
missfoiis.  I  am  a  product  of  the  Coop¬ 
erative  Program  fCP).  , 

The  CP  U  Southern  Baptist  uni¬ 
fied  plan  of  giving  throu^  which^  - 
operating  Southern  Baptist  churches 
i{f«  a  percentage  of  their  undesignat¬ 
ed  receipts  in  support  of  tteir  respec- 
ti  ie  state  convention  missions  and 
miiistries  and  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention’s  miasiona  and  mimstriM. 

Nearly  40  years  ago,  ni>,tiny  ^th 
ern  Bapnrt  cnurchparti'-ipated  m 
a  World  Missions  Conference  (later 

On  Mission  Celebrations).  That 
was  my  first  opportunity  to  I*  up 
dose  and  personal  with  missionary. 
More  than  70%  of  your  national  CP 
dollars  ate  at  work  In  the  United 
States  and  around  the  world  suwiort- 
ing  missionaries. 

A  new  pastor’s  wife  introdu^ 
out  church  to  Acteens  and  my  life  _ 
changed  forever.  National  Woman  s 
Mismonacy  Union  (WMU)  does  not 
receive  CP  allocationa.  However,  mamr 
atate  WMU  officea  ate  funded  through 
state  CP  dollars. 

I  fdt  God’s  call  on  my  life  as  a  youth 
while  serving  on  the  miasiona  camp 
staff  of  a  iUte  Baptist  camp  supported 
Iw  the  CP.  Statewide  youth  events 
helped  me  mature  as  a  Christ  follower. 

Duriim  this  time,  I  met  many  iroo 
served  tSrough  our  state  couvention 
office.  They  took  an  interest  In  me. 
Those  heroes  of  the  faith  called  me  by 
name.  It  made  a  difference. 

In  college,  I  partidpated  in  a  CP- 
fonded  Baptist  Student  Union  minis¬ 
try.  It  was  one  of  the  greatest  discipUng 
influences  of  my  life.  Durina  this  tune, 

I  also  served  on  an  usaodattonal  WMU 
counciL  I  devdoped  as  an  asaociational 
WMU  lesMleT  by  attending  statewide 
training  events  sponsored  by  the  CP. 

Every  semester  of  seminary,  a  re¬ 
ceipt  showed  a  portion  of  vm  tuition 
was  subsidized  oy  a  gift  to  CP.  As  newfy 
appointed  North  American  Mission 


Guest  opinion 

with  Sandy  Wisdom 
Martin 


COOPERM71VE  PKOGRAM 

Board  missionaries,  we  were  chat- 
len^  to  always  express  appreciation 
for  gifts  to  the  CP. 

I  needed  no  convincing.  For  nearly 
20  years,  I  served  on  state  convention 
sta£b  in  Arkansas  and  Illinois.  I  saw 
firsthand  how  gifts  to  the  CP  meant 
iwmnle  had  the  ODDOrtunity  to  hear  anJ 


respond  to  the  Gospel  of  Christ 
Southern  Baptists,  I  am  grateful 
for  the  difference  you  made  in  my  life 
through  gifts  to  the  CP.  Thank  you  for 
your  partnership  in  my  home  state,  the 
United  States,  and  the  world  to  pro¬ 
claim  the  hope  found  only  in  Christ 
“But  you  will  receive  power,"  we 
read  in  Scripture,  "when  the  Holy 
Spirit  comes  on  you;  and  you  will  be 
my  witnesses  in  Jerusalem,  and  m  all 
Judea  and  Samaria,  and  to  the  ends  of 
the  earth*  (Acte  1:8  NIV). 

Father,  ^  our  hearts.  May  we  have 
a  paaaioD  for  taking  the  Gospel  to  the 
lost.  Free  us  from  distractions.  Give  us 
the  energy  and  resolve  to  work  togeth¬ 
er  to  declare  Your  glory  to  the  nations 

Witdom-Martin  it  executive  direr 
for/freosurer  of  national  UMl  m 
Birmingham,  At.  Her  commentary  op- 
pears  courtesy  of  Baptist  Press.  hdiUd 
for  style  and  clarity. 


So.  Baptist  takes  up  defense  of  the  vulnerable 


NEW  YOMC  (BP  and  local 
raperta)  —  In  an  age  of  parti¬ 
san  conflict,  few  causes  unite 
people  of  fnth  and  defend¬ 
ers  of  secularism  IUk  the  hu¬ 
man  trafficking  crisis  that  en¬ 
slaves  nearly  50  million  people 

around  there -Id. 

However,  If  you  ask  some¬ 
one  how  they  feel  about  those 
vrao  are  fbi^ly  prostituted, 
who  are  homeless,  and  who  are 
undociunented  in  their  com- 
pnnJ^M  their  responses  may 
be  (Afferent  -  even  hostile, 
inats  because  presupposi- 
tiOM  (men  blind  people  to  the 
reality  that  maiiy  are  victims 
trapped  in  forms  of  slavery 
whether  it  be  for  sex.  or  domes- 
tK  s^tude,  says  modern-day 
abolitionist  Raleigh  Sadler. 

,  "When  we  say, ‘Look  at  that 
bum!  or  Oh  she’s  just  having 

for  money!'  we’re  infer- 
riiw  upon  them  a  narrative 
weve  chosen,’  Sadler  says. 
We  take  someone  who  (muld 
w  victimized  and  we  label 
them  a  perpetrator.* 

In  Juuaty  2017,  Satfler 
launched  Let  My  People  Go,  a 
nonprofit  mintery  headquar¬ 
tered  in  New  York  Q’ty  to  em¬ 
power  local  diurches  to  fight 
human  trafficking. 

The  launch  event  at  Calvaiy 
St.  George's  Episcopal  Parian 

-  also  known  to  be  the  birth- 
place  of  Alcoholics  Anonymous 

—  featured  a  certificate  of  rec- 
^ition  from  New  York 


Sadler  said  Let  My  Pet^ 
Go  auns  to  ^uip  local  churches 
with  specific,  contextualized 


m  umai  Gonpegatiotw  and  com¬ 
munities  whom  trafibikeis  tar¬ 
get,  and  then  assist  in  building 
relationships  with  law  enlbio^ 
ment  and  community  leaders 
working  together  to  help  ffee 
and  restore  victims. ' 

Churches  who  join  the  Let 
My  People  Go  network  receive 
practical  justice  resources  and 
one-on-one  training. 

Seth  Polk,  lead  pastor  of 


city  OP  NtyV  YORK 


GO  NETWORK 


PASSIONATE  ABOUT 
MINISTRY  —  Raleigh  Sadler, 
wfio  rnoved  to  New  York  City  in 
■  2012  intent  on  helping  vulner 
able  people,  has  launched 
the  nonprofit  mmisiry  Let  My 
People  <3o  10  empower  lo¬ 
cal  churches  to  fight  human 
traffKdurtg.  Let  My  People  Go 
recatved  a  ceruTicata  of  recog- 
retioo  from  Democrat  New  YUrk 
Cjty  Mayor  Bill  (ia  Blasio  upon 
rts  formal  launch  aarftar  thM 
year.  (BP  photos) 

churches  of  different  ethnic 
and  evangelical  groum,  and 


Mayor  Bill  da  Blasio,  a  Demo¬ 
crat,  and  leading  voices  in  the 
justice  movement  like  evange¬ 
list  Kevin  Palau  and  Richard 
Lee  of  International  Justice 
Mission  in  Washington,  D,C. 


now  a  national  network.  LKMpei  1 

'Love  should  identifi:  those 
most  vulnerable..  Love  should 

“That  is  where  God  gave  me  empower  those  most  vulnerable.  ^ 
a  passion  for  mobilmtion,’  We  should  protect  those  most  ^reeatio 
Sadler  says.  vulnerable  and  actually  include 

Six  months  later,  he  began  them  in  our  congr^tions,' 
raisitw  support  to  serve  with  Sadler  said  at  the  Jan.  24  iauiKh  • 
NAMB  in  Manhattan.  Within  a  event,  outlinipg  key  components. 
week  of  his  arrival,  Intervarsity  <>f  his  church  strategy.  carina 

Christian  Fellowship  recruited  ‘Our  vision  is  to  sec  a  net- 
Sadler  to  mobilize  churches  to  work  of  churches  rise  up  and  --‘[yip 

its  Price  of  Life  Invitational,  a  serve  their  community.  Not  is  ^ 
year-long  anti-trafficking  pro-  the  neighbor  of  their  choos-  he'savs 
nram  that  educated  New  York  ing,  but  the  neighbor  God  those'  fi 
City  college  students  on  the  chose  for  them  by  placing  on 

crisis  and  raised  money  to  sup-  them  in  that  community."  uo  that  1 
port  victims.  Put  simply.  .Sadler'  says,  the  phv 

Let  My  People  Go  b^an  as  "Human  trafficking  is  the  e«-  togethf-r 
a  panel  discussion  during  this  pioitation  of  vulnerabilities  physical 
tine*  informing  churches  on  for  commercial  gain."  a  defini-  our  spin 
how  to  identity  and  respond  tion  that  can  manifest  as  com-  llicrc 
to  trafficking  Following  the  mercial  sexual  exploitation,  .Sticiler  s 
Price  of  Life  finale,  Sadler  be-  domestic  servitude,  or  forced  demptio 
came  direcTtur  of  justice  min-  labor  that  can  prompt  min-  from  spi 
islrie  at  Metropolitan  New  istry  opportunili(*s  with  both  Korin 
York  kssuciation.  victims  and  perpetrators.  .Me  Peo| 

The  connections  he  estab-  The  beauty  of  the  Gosiiel,  work  ury 
lished  with  churches  in  the  Sadler  says,  is  that  Christ  uieii 
New  Ydrk  City  area  allowed  not  only  for  the  victim  but  the  hditm 
Sadler  to  form  the  nonprofit  viclimizer.  "and  we  should  ungimiti 
Let  My  People  Co.  For  the  la.st  seek  to  love  both  appropri-  cm  .S( 
four  years,  l,et  My  People  Go  ately,  and  ultimately  know  spring  s 
has  grown  from  panel  discus-  that  God  has  put  them  in  herr  cou 
tions  to  a  pilot  project  with  25  our  path."  Kditrd  fi 
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US.  StiD  in  the  midbt  of  aU  of 


Tba  first  wed;end  of  Matdi  2014 
brought  about  seme  sad  experi¬ 
ences  because  of  two  unrdated  and 
diSeient  driven  in  varipua  pans  of  the 
state  driving  on  the  wrong  sde  of  the 
road  and  gnng  in  the  wrong  direction, 
livna  were  lost  and  others  sustained 
severe  injuries  in  addition  to  the  physi¬ 
cal  deatruction  that  took  place,  who 

waakfiledwBaayoiingattriiaitatWil- 
Uam  Carey  Univenity.  According  to  the 
authorities,  eariy  on  Sunday  morning 
a  dninh  drbwr  was  traveling  tte  wrong 
way  when  he  hit  the  student's  car  and 
seriously  injured  his  wife. 

'Ihere  are  a  number  vf  reasons  why 
people  can  get  on  the  l^hway  travd- 
mg  m  the  wrong  direction.  'ITiey  may  be 
traveling  tluou^  die  area  and  not  be 
familiar  with  the  traffic  patterns.  Th^ 
could  be  on  medication,  suffering  fiom 
some  mental  confusion,  or  they  could 
be  on  drugs  or  drinking.  If  you  have 
ever  been  traveling  _dom  tM  road  and 
suddenly  saw  a  vehicle  coming  your 
way  on  thewrong  side,  you  know  that 
immediately  your  thou^ita  are  charged 
with  fear  aim  uncertainty  of  what  the 
driver  is  gpim  to  do  ami  even  mote 
m^mtanriy  what  you  can  do  to  get  out 

Sadly,  as  I  haatd  of  dieae  hkadeatB 
over  thrt  weekaod  I  thought  of  aooe 
Moad^pe^wholhadthepcivi- 
•gRt^Wng  their  pastor  and  was  apart 
otihe  oief  and  loat  aa  were  UBu 
under  me  aame  dreumatanoes.  Unfcrtu- 
nai^,  people  getting  on  the  wrong  tide 
of  the  road  takea  plaM  BMxe  often  dian 
.  W  mklii  realise.  To  be  honeat,foine- 
**<•*•  **'*«'*iy 

Ivmadth^  to  oim  of  our  lihrtsew 

tawa|Mf^juM India  peat 
Aanied  their  traffiapattanM  to  a  nim- 
her  pfoy  vmy  sttecis  in  their  downtown 

ciMMea.  Aa  1  turned  an 
and  started  down  the  M>i«*  i 

wese  BKuig  my  wi^.  | 


On  the  Wrong  Side 


Looking  farther  down  that  same 
road.  I  saw  a  ear  coming  towiud  me  in 
my  lane,  the  right  lane.  1  realised  I  was 
on  a  me  way  street  though  I  had  not 
seen  any  li^  I  probably  was  not  going 
tS  miles  an  nour.  I  blinked  my  Ughts 
quiddr  and  pulled  over  aa  fer  MTcbuid 
to  the  right  until  I  could  find  to 
turn  attwnd.  The  person  coming  toward 
M  was  not  aoingM  either.  Healomed 
down,  pulled  over  in  the  odier  lane,  and 
I  wavw  at  him  and  tried  to  esasteaa  mv 


vofagtiA  WMiin  a  InmdiedMt  or  ao 
I  was  wife  to  tun  anmnd  and  go  die 
right  any. 

Oat^  <M  lha  wrong  aide  of  the  road 
takes  place  fer  mosaomn  when  we  ate 
M  in  a  cor  or  truck,  and  wa  start  aoiiw 
the  wrong  way.  No  doubt  many  ofyou 
ate  fiunafer  with  the  feet  that  one  of 
the  significant  wotds  for  ain  m  the  New 
Teatament  HteraBy  wwiw  to  miaa  iiw 
mark,  take  the  wrong  road,  or  be  going 
™.'7nog  way.  In  fiict,  that  b  what  sin 
^AI*fty*^^*^>«°»tb«tgoeain 
meffirectian  contrary  to  God’s  direction. 

see  It  in  Scripture  or  fa  our 
dai^  acdvilfce  m  ourBocsety.lt  can  be  a 
"impnfag  and  destructive  ifa^ 

You  be^  to  wonder  what  bap- 

n*nw  fin  tin  _ _  . 


disturhanoea  in  our  femilies?  What  ruins 
the  fiiendships  that  we  emoy?  What 
disrupts  our  diurdies?  What  creates  all 
of  the  cnnfiict  and  hurt  in  our  natioa? 
What  is  it  that  erupts  in  destruction, 
war,  and  hatred  between  nadoM?  When 
you  realise  that  every  one  of  us  at  sotne 
time  or  other  may  decide  that  we  will 
take  a  bra  tbw  goes  the  wrong  wty, 

>4n  begin  to  unaeiatand.  It  can  result  in 
death,  and  at  other  dmes  k  reaults  in  se- 
ritnw niiMiiwfa,.w^wii.y  Soasethneak 
joWctejtoa  deep  emctioaial  trauma  dwt 


yon  imagine  how  our  dedrioaa  to 
get  on  die  wrong  roads  of  Ufc  and  travel 
down  ffiem  moat  bthigpidn  to  the  hawt 


Him  wid  head  off  dovm  the  road  that  wa 
want  to  travel  at  7D  mifes  an  hour.  Be 
knowa  diet  die  ftirdier  we  go  tte  more 
tragic  k  can  become.  He  knows  what  k 
can  do  to  ua,  and  He  ftiik  undenkands 
what  our  dedsioiia  can  m>  to  the  hearts 
andUves  of  those  around  na.  It  sounds 
tailbly  simpliatic  and  almost  tinreaHs- 
tieteuiWSk^tfiatdiepfobteinfaour 
woM  is  yet  the  feet  is  that  sin  is  the 

pniLto  fa  our  worid.  AD  of  m  choose 
to  go  down  the  |Mttfa  that  %¥e  want  rather 

tflffin  wwnsm  tte  fiKs  - _ ..t--.  a*  .  a 


"  L*0  Ml  ' 

the  chaos,  confusion,  and  hurt  diat  we 
msy  bring  about,  He  loves  us.  He  wants 
ua  to  riiooae  the  right  road. 

In  Jesus’ meaiw  in  the  Sermon  on 
the  Mount  Heaff(C*Enterye  in  at  the 

sti^  gate:  far  wide  iadie^  and  broad 
is  the  wsy.  that  feadeth  todertnictioii 
and  many  there  be  vdiicfa  go  fa  then- at' 
because  strait  is  the  gate,  and  narrow 
is  the  way.  vriiidi  feadeth  unto  life,  and 
few  there  be  that  find  it’  (Matt,  r  13-14). 
When  a  person  takes  the  wrong  road,  he 
is  suddenly  fedng  the  danger  and  de¬ 
struction  that  it  can  faing  to  his  own  life 
but  that  is  not  aO  because  he  is  affecting 
everyone  rise  that  he  meets  on  the  road. 
Some  he  may  know  and  others  mav  be 
total  strangers  and  yH  his  decision  affects 
aD  of  them.  Beyond  just  those  he  sees 
and  meets  on  nis  wrongly  diosen.  path 
ate  those  who  hear  about  where  he  ha.s 
gone  ar..!  what  he  has  done.  Tlie  waves  of 
maappoiiitment,  destruction,  death,  and 
sorrowseemtospreadacrosstbeemo- 
tkxiallandscapeofhisUfeandyet.our 
neat  God  stfilKives  us  and  points  us  in 
the  right  direction. 

Thanks  be  to  God  that  He  still  loves 
US  and  readies  out  to  us  at  times,  amaz- 
ingfepiotectiimuaandatotbertimes 
RMhning  ns  60m  dm  network  of  folks 
tavefioam  the  wrong  direction.  What 
can  wa  do  in  a  world  Uiat  ia  ptagued 
witii  al  of  theae  Idnds  ofvRongs?  We 
iM  trust  God  and  ask  Urn  to  brep  us  oo 
ffieri^  road  and  traveling  fa  the  ri^ 
mrecotai.  We  need  Him  every  moment 
to  steer  ns  through  a  maxe  of  others  who 
may  mk  want  to  travel  fa  the  same  di- 
retJion  we  are  supposed  to  go.  We  must 
trust  Him  even  inien  things  teem  to  be 
m  tragicaily  wrong  that  He  is  able  to 
bring  about  good  out  of  the  broken  ries.s. 
If  you  wonder  whether  that  can  ever  be, 
you  only  need  to  look  at  the  cross  the 
tomb,  ai^  the  empty  grave.  God  reached 
down  m  love  and  power  and  said.  ■Be¬ 
cause  Jesus  lives,  you  can  live  also  ' 

The  author  can  be  contacted  al  direc- 
tiotis^mbeb.org. 
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Park  Place  Baptist  Church,  Brandon 
Cost:  $50  (conference  &  banquet  meals  only) 
Register  wwvv  t*'’'.  v'urf.cont/?’) 


Church  Music  Department  -  601-292-3267 
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Russian  church  shutdowns 
predicted  to  spread,  worsen 


OflVOL.  Russia  (BP)  -  Rus¬ 
sia's  recent  nationwide  outbnv- 
i^  at  Jehovah’s  Witnesses  will 
likdy  ricochet  and  stiilce  other 
rdirans  outside  of  Russian 
Otmodoxy,  said  a  Baptist  mis- 
sionaiy  (breed  to  shut  down  his 
chun^  in  central  Russia. 

*lhe  repression  that'  has  al¬ 
ready  started,  in  my  opiniort, 
it  is  likely  to  continue  to  get 
worse,*  Donald  Oesewaarde 
told  Baptist  Press  (BP)  by  tele- 
ptKkne  mm  his  home  in  Oryol. 
*1  don’t  see  any  sign  that  the 
Russian  govenunent  is  having  a 
change  of  heart.* 

Oraewaarde,  an  Indepen¬ 
dent  Baptist,  has  exhausted  his 
sppeals  in  Russia  on  an  August 
aoi6  conviction  of  operating  a 
church  without  a  pennit  under 
the  ao»6  anti-religion  Yaro¬ 
vaya  I.aw,  and  U  making  plans 
to  return  May  8  to  his  home  in 
El^,  II. 

the  Baptist  ministry  he 
bad  lea^ly  operated  since 
3002  will  cease  in  the  nation 
where  Ossewaarde  said  every 
rel^on  outside  Russian  Or- 
thodoi^  is  considered  a  cult, 
including  Protcstantisin. 

*1  think  the  Orthodox  Church 
is  on  a  toll,*  Owewaarde  told 
BP.  “nie/re  emboldened. 
They’ve  had  some  success  in 
using  the  government  to  close 
down  compethors.  I  would  ex¬ 
pect  that  they  will  continue 
along  the  same  lines.* 

In  one  of  Russia’s  latert  arts 
of  teli|Quut>  oppression,  the  na- 
don’s  Supreme  Court  on  April 
20  dedaied  Jdiovah’s  Witness- 
ea  an  extremist  group,  allowing 
the  government  to  seize  the  as¬ 
sets  of  the  church's  headquar¬ 
ters  and  395  local  chapters  with 


170,000  adherents,  the  TASS 
Ruanan  news  agency  reported 
from  Moscow. 

The  ruling  has  not  been  im¬ 
plemented  bMUse  of  the  appeal 
procaw,  TAfS  said. 

The  U3.  COouniasion  on  In¬ 
ternational  Rdigious  Freedom 
just  classified  Russia  as  one  of 
the  world’s  worst  violators  of 
reUgious  liberly,  recommendiiig 
in  its  2017  annw  report  that  the 
US.  govenunent  dean  Russia  a 
‘country  of  particular  concern* 
under  the  lutemational  Reli¬ 
gious  Freedom  Act  and  negoti¬ 
ate  for  rdigious  Ubertv'. 

Russia’s  religious  oiscrimina- 
tion  and  criminalization  of  Je¬ 
hovah’s  Witnesses  in  particular 
should  concern  all  evangelical 
Christians,  Southern  Seminary 
President  R  Albert  Mohlcr  Jr. 
said  in  The  Briefing,  his  daily 
news  and  opinion  podcast. 

*A  government  that  could 
identify  the  Jehovah’s  Witnesses 
as  an  extremist  group  and  make 
the  group  illegal  is  the  same 
Kovenunent  that  can  identify 
Pres^erians  or  ljutherans  or 
Baptists  as  an  cxtremi.st  gnmp,' 
Mtmla  said,  ‘simply  because 
what  is  taught  runs  cootraiy  to 
some  aspect  of  what  is  affirmed 
by  the  Russian  President  and  his 
increasing^'  autocratic  state.' 

Russia  crlintnalized  the  group 
for  its  beliefe  rather  than  its  ac¬ 
tions,  Mohler  noted,  albeit  the 
group's  beliefs  are  counter  to 
Southern  Baptist  theolom  . 

■*Ihe  Jehovah's  Witnesses 
were  here  Identified  as  an  ex¬ 
tremist  poup,'  Mohler  .  said. 
“Now  the  Dottfom  line  in  the  po¬ 
litical  realify  is  that  Jehovim's 
Witnesses  larked  the  political 
patronage  and  protection  of 


anyone  inside  or  outside  Rus¬ 
sia  to  keep  the  Russian  govern¬ 
ment  through  its  Supreme  Court 
fitMn  makuu  this  declaration 
and  thus  makliw  it  Oleiml  and 
that  meana  pun&hablepy  prison 
time  —  for  anyone  to  be  orga¬ 
nized  and  inveoved  with  the  Je¬ 
hovah’s  Witnesses.* 

The  Indmndent  Baptist  con- 
giegatioD  Ossewaarde  led  will 
watch  a  livestream  of  a 
service  fiom  another  dfy,  Osse¬ 
waarde  said. 

"In  order  for  them  to  continue 
something  after  Tm  gone,  they 
have  to  me  papers  with  the  au¬ 
thorities  and  put  their  name  on 
a  list  saying  t^  are  a  reiigiou.s 
grotip."  Ossewaarde  told  BP. 
*We  discussed  it  for  a  long  time. 
When  it  came  right  down  to 
making  a  decision,  they  said  we 
are  not  ready  to  put  our  names 
on  a  government  list.  As  far  as 
a  meeting  place  here  in  our  city, 
there  won’t  be  anymore." 

Russia  has  several  denomi¬ 
national  congregations  outside 
Orthodoxy  that  Ossewaarde 
describes  as  "good  Christian 
people"  but  theologically  er¬ 
rant.  Among  differences,  Rus¬ 
sian  denominational  churrhes 
including  Baptists  believe  that 
professed  Christian-s  ran  lose 
their  .salvation. 

The  partictilar  type  of  min¬ 
istry  we  nad."  Ossewaarde  said. 
"There  really  is  nothing  exactly 
like  we  had.’" 

Ossewaarde  is  .selling  h’ls 
Oryol  home  and  church  oiiild 
ing,  resigning  his  position  with 
Baptist  International  Missions 
Inc.  and  taking  a  deanship  with 
Provi  ’.ence  Collegr  in  Elgin,  11., 
a  ministry  of  Northwest  Bible 
Baptist  (Independent)  Church 


Appeals  court 
rules  owner  can 
decline  business 


LEXINGTON,  Ky.  (BP  and 
local  report)  —  The  Ken¬ 
tucky  Court  of  Appeals  in 
Frankfort  on  May  12  ruled 
2-1  in  favor  of  a  Lexington 
T-shirt  company’s  refusal 
to  print  gay  pride  shirts 
in  2012. 

Hands  On  Originals,  man¬ 
aged  and  owned  by  Blaine 
Adamson,  a  professing 
Christian,  originmly  came 
under  fire  in  2012  when  the 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Services 
Organization  in  Lexington 
sought  to  hire  him  to  print 
their  shirts  for  the  Lexii^on 
Pride  Festival. 

Adwmaon  declined  their 
business  because  he  did  not 
want  to  con^  the  messages 
on  the  T-shirts,  and  offered 
to  assist  the  group  hi  locating 
another  printer.  The  group 
instead  filed  a  complaint 
vdth  the  Lexington-Fay- 
ette  Urban  County  Human 
Rights  Commission  alleging 
Ulenl  discrimination. 

'ine  Human  Rights  Com¬ 
mission  ordered  Adamson 
to  print  the  T-shiits.  Repre¬ 
sented  by  Alliance  Defend¬ 
ing  Freedom  of  Scottsdale, 
As.,  Adamson  and  Hands  On 
Originals  appealed  the  com¬ 
mission’s  order  to  Fayette" 
County  Court  and  won. 

The  Kentucky  Court  of 
Appeals  upheld  the  lower 
court's  rulmg,  stating  that 
Adamson's  refusal  to  print 
the  T-shirts  was  not  refus¬ 
ing  service  to  an  individual 
based  on  their  sexual  orien¬ 
tation  but  rather,  "the  con¬ 
duct  Hanas  On  Originals 
chose  no:  I  1  promote  v^as 
pure  .spe<,Ii.  Nothing  in  the 
fairness  ordinance  prohibits 
Hands  On  Orfeinafs,  a  pri¬ 
vate  biLsiness.  from  engaging 
in  viewpoint  or  mes.sage  cen¬ 
sorship,"  Chief  .ludge  Joy  A 
Kramer  wrote  in  the  app«’als 
court  opinion. 


"While  I  celebrate 
this  victory  for  religious 
liberty,  I  also  lament 
that  this  has  even  been 
a  question.  No  one 
should  be  compelled  to 
act  against  his  or  her 
conscience  in  matters 
of  faith." 

Harthael  York 

chair  of  tha  Kantucky 
Baptist  Convantion's 
Public  Affairs  Committsa 

"This  is  a  cleat  victoiy  for 
the  First  Amendment  and 
for  the  right  of  praple  of 
faith  not  to  be  bullied  into 
agreeing  vrith  views  th^ 
find  objectionable,"  said 
Martin  Cothran,  spokeanw 
for  The  Kentuclfy  Family 
Foundation  which  was  start¬ 
ed  in  1989  to  defend  conser¬ 
vative  family  values. 

"While  I  celebrate  this 
victory  for  relimous  liberty, 
I  also  lament  that  this  has 
even' been  a  question,*  said 
Hershaei  York,  chair  of  the 
Kentucky  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion's  Public  Affairs  Com¬ 
mittee,  senior  pastor  at  Buck 
Run  Church  in  Frankfort, 
and  professor  of  Christian 
preaching  at  Southern  .Semi¬ 
nary  in  lyouisville,  Ky. 

'No  one  should  bo  com¬ 
pelled  to  act  against  his  or  her 
con-science  in  matters  of  faith. 
I'm  the  appellate  court 
saw  fit  to  apply  the  constitu¬ 
tion  correctlv  in  this  case,  but 
I  also  can't  fielp  but  feel  that 
we  are  going  to  be  challenged 
again  and  again  by  those 

flushing  an  agenda  of  erotic 
iborty  over  all  others." 

Another  printer  eventu¬ 
ally  proilucerl  tiie  disputed 
T-.shirts  for  fri-e 


SOON  TO  CLOSET  —  Cantrat  Baptial  Church  in  Vladivoatok.  Russia,  is  ona  of  the  non-Russian  Ortho- 
doK  chufciwa  that  could  be  in  danQar  of  torciWa  doauie  by  the  national  government  if  persecution  of 
Chrisban  chufdias  continuaB  to  incfassa  in  the  formertv  communisl  country  Many  misstonanas  have 
alraady  bean  hounded  out  of  Ruaaia.  (Wldnwdia  Commons  phofo  by  Andray  Demamev) 
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duirch's  needi.  Juu  i, 

2018,  the  chORfa  «w  start  ib  own 
pro^im^  place  of  Venttning 

“In  most  oongregstkait  in 
.  tfae  Untod  States  and  Cknada, 
^  jmung  men  ages  14-18  are  not  be- 
j  mg  served  vm  by  tbe  Vaisify  or 
^  Ventunm  pngtasna,  wfasdi  nave 
-  histoncawDcen  (fifBoilt  tofanpie- 
ment  wimin  tbe  Cfaurdi.*  said 
thestateme^QuestionsandAn- 
sv«en  about  Oamges  to  tbe  Young 
Men  Program  (QkA),  stmotmon- 
newatooaaaxg. 

'Hus  cbao^  wfll  aHoMr  3*0^ 
,  and  leaden  to  inmiement  a  atm- 
pfified  pwyain  tbat  meets  local 
needs  vdde  pravafing  activities 
tbat  balance  nbitual,  aodal,  pfaya- 
kaL  and  inhmectual  devdopueot 
goab  fix  yoimg  men.* 

LOS  wiS  make  an  eaieptiou 
for  14-  to  i8^car-oid  boys  wbo 
want  to  contmue  in  Scoimng  to 
earn  die  Eagle  Scout  rank,  aeyiiK 
such  boys  wuidd  be  “reidsaned, 
supported,  and  encouraged.*  The 
Oum^  based  in  Sab  Udm  Chy, 
UL,  wiB  also  continue  to  use  BSA 
Boy  Scout  and  Cub  Scout  pro¬ 
grams  fix  boys  ages  to  13. 

LOS  memben  desofte  them¬ 
selves  as  ibOowers  of  Ctuist  wbo 
are  recipients  of  later  cevdabcns 
after  the  Bible  was  completed, 
given  by  God- to  dainh  founder 
Joseph  Smitfa  on  buried  golden 
plates  in  western  New  York  Sttoe 
berinnmgin  iBao. 

>  US  memben  oosaader  dm 
BoohofMiannoavatllan  by  Smitfa 
lobe  the  lepaMtuiy  nt  Onsa  rev^ 
dadona,  hence  the  odver  name  by 
wfaieh  tSe  duBch  is  kouMTL 


ERLC 

COM.  fmm  p.  T 

RayviUe,  tiM  Baptist  Pleas  (BP) 
he  is  ‘aadshed  no  Other  steps 
[need]  to  be  taken*  and  aakM 
churcbes  to  continue  iimiort- 
ing  the  ERLC  and  olber  Soulfa- 
.era  BaptM  causes  throu^  the 
-Coopenttive  ftognm  (Q^. 

Tne  ERLC  should  continue 
to  receive  its  current  L65K 
share  of  the  Southern  Baqpdst 
Oonventkm'a  CP  Aflocation 
Buctoet,  Wren  said.. 

Moore  told  BP  in  written 
oomments,  ‘Fve  had  a  neat 
time  taUdna  with  Louiaana 
Baptist  leadership  about  tbe 
wm  tbe  Gospel  intersects 
wim  our  cultural  moment  As 
I  toM  their  leaden  recently, 
too,  I  look  forward  as  riways 
to  partnering  with  Louisiana 
Baptists  for  the  nke  of  the 


Great  Commission  and  the 
cause  of  Christ’ 

Tbe  LBC  Executive  Board's 
sturK  began  in  response  to  a 
modon  at  the  state  conven¬ 
tion’s  2016  annual  meetinx 
requesting  that  the  Board 
‘study  the  recent  actions  of 
the  SBC  Ethics  b.  Relinoua 
Liberty  Commission  wi£  r»- 
nrd  to  issues  of  concern  to 
Louisiana  Baptists.* 

Tbe  coovention  referred,  the 
motion  to  its  Executive  Board. 

Moore  has  drawn  criticism 
for  alleged  dierespectfulnees 
toward  evangriical  supporters 
of  Donald  Tnonp  during  the 
2016  presidential  electioa  In 
March,  Moore  iasued  a  state¬ 
ment  apolotdxing  *fbr  ftuHng  to 
distinguiah*^in  some  instances 
between  Trump  supporters 
who  wpeai^  to  compromise 
core  Qnistian  priimiples  and 
those  who  did  not. 
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LANO.M<.BSaKINOAnJtoCATIONM. 
tWRSHIP  LEADER  FOR  SUNDAY  SB<- 
VKES  AND  MEEKLY  CHOM  PMCTICt 
EMAN.  CONTACT  NFORMAYION  TO  A>lv 
landbspMcIwiaiOyahoocffri  OR  CALL 
THE  CWRCH  Off  ICE  eg-aLeeTS 
BUldtBt  MIX  BAPntT  CHURCH  OF 
COUNMA  MB  B  SEENNG  A  aRRT- 
TME  UMBrat  OF  MUSK.  PIMM  v^ian 
your  janm  to  vBanwanlnaygtel 
ntL  Sy(MhMaiTaiMion».T(wint<  ako 
catSKi  aa  dMRii  dies  a  601 .7»  .  r  SB 


B  PRAYERFUUT  SEBONO  A  FASTOR. 
Plwaa  mkS  mmm  to  2137  CR  372 
ErttoiMM  MSaBSSOcramatBuNyiTae 
jrmt.can 

WANTa  Fua  -TBK  SECRETARY,  wad 
muM  to  FK  VltaM,  210  N  SaooM 
SkNl  MgoM.  M5^77.  or  toartaliO 
bvaKKiOinsl 

CHURCH  B  8EEKMG  A 
BFVOCATKMAL  RAfT0R~  Plnaa  ami 
nam  to  iliaiitiiptoAiiurctiCgnisl-Cow 
or  U  S  mi  to  Draw  BaRU  CtURti.  130  S 
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SALE  2006"^^^;™;^  ^  sSaTOSSl^'SSli^S 
E-380)aT).  Mfciy  J6.48B.  aoi  awaiyd  nay  to  ma  to:  atowtonvtft 


HOIVER  HAMED  OLASS:  CoAom 
tWidotn.  rMtonOon  an)  Mpton.  aatoly  a<)tf 
Inntotod  g^.  cutom  atoinlMini  sv)  mod 
Oattot  Cal  tor  rotoiwicm.  Stotowidt - 

601-602.0202. _ 

PULPIT  SUPPLY  AVMLAELE:  Mtod 
Souawm  Baton  Navy  claston  tatotoM  tor 
Sunday  pulpl  aatoy  dd  toot  noioa  (pwtor 
■mw,  vacaloo.  mL  ato.)  100  nto  ndw 
o<  HaBoatorg.  MHOtor  el  Hardy  Siraal 
at|M  Ctonn  Giartiiato  ol  NaarOitoam 
atoM  and  Falar  Ttodoglcal  Santoar- 


iWnpaitonl  Contact  him  al  S01-WM6M 
or  hannyhowaOyoeia 


•nm.SEBRENHOMEWPROVEMEHT 
COB  avtNNn  oanad  Don  a  Rto  Satoan. 
S01-082.2D02  Al  horn  laitowamnla. 
lidtog,  anargy  aBdant  viindom.  tnaW  S 
aningla  noh.  naan  A  sunooma.  paio  oov. 
an.  dads,  looin  addHoni  Idkton  A  Mh 

uQQWdaa.  _ 

HBOBJERG  STAACO  OLASS.  ME- 
RRML  DESIGN  FA8RICAT1QN.  REPAIR 
Hatoatwgatanadglaaa  com  or  cal  to  601- 
4S3-7B6A  or  (to  60 141 6-1300. 


and  atomi  totonaa  huB  to  B  yoiir  otoning 
Plua  naai  toidaa  acraana  and  raaoatn  old 
aosana.  Cal  ton  Cool  601-700-M79. 
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Vlad  aMcDtMwJall> 


»»  wnmvaairn  vrw  m  puHBtotsd.  ar-^at 
(TwtoAdvvB-rWf.  WmouvitoiBW}  s  .  ,v<l. 

.  AHwan-vRawtoiuwarbiatotoedieRo.  ar-:- :fS 
PPPF  tototlia  m>  autto'rt  to  jemwig.  ivawn  itams 
a;si/e»  RbsODiamtoia  esa be  pofciied  one  tmw 
orVy  Oaaiitriufor  ^ar^Sng  s  ,  uwctot 

ossr  to  Ibtoiaitad  (MbtotoKV  Out*  Ani; 
fJ^^rrvR  ttottovensiftM  uto  t»  puhf-  it,«  • . 
^■^^feirwvBtoktobmr-  T>— 
j^^toant  tttM  eiib*u3t|i'0 

Sufonii ro  l)  ,  ^ 


Need  a  light? 

;iti  "I  :iii,  till  liulii  ol’lhi  world. 

ttiiovici  toiiows  nil  will  not  Wiillv 
ill  (l.irkiioN  but  will  hiivi-  Ihv 
Hull  I  of  lilV."  I  .loll  II  H:  1 1) 

A>tm(ili  nIiui'c  iIu'  r<dliiwiiio  iuum'i- 

with  (,0(1  ill  lour  own  words: 
■  ’ 

1.  I.ord,  I  iidinil  lli.il  I  iiiid  loii. 
'  I  liuic  siiiiii'd.i 

2.  I  wiiiil  lori'iii'iu’^s  tor  1111  \iiis 
.iiid  Iri't'doiii  Iroiii  l'l(■r^:ll 

di';illi.'  I  ri'iM'iil.i 
I  bi’lii’W  liMiN  died  uiid  rove 
Iroiii  the  (jr.iM'  to  I'oryiii'  iiii  sins 
iind  to  risiore  iiii  ri'liitionslii|) 
with  loll.  1 1  l)elif\i_n^^|^jj^i 
4.  Iti  t:iilli.  1  iniile  .iisiisX  hrM 
into  IIII  lile.  hroiii  this  liiiif  011. 
I  w.iiii  to  III!  ill  :i  loitnu  n'biiioiislii|i 
with  Mini.  ^1  rueiM'  (  hrisi  us 
nil  'savior  iind  I.ord. 1 

•Kill  us  iiiuiii  IS  itx'itcd  him.  to  ihciii  In-  i>;i\e 
111!  i  iuhl  lo  iH-LodM'.iTiildri  II  of  (iod.cit'n  lo 
lliosi-  who  bflii  If  ill  his  n.inii  ."  i.lohii  I:l2l 
II  loll  iiiaki  a  ■l>■(■lsioll  fill  (  hrisi  loil:ii.  I'onlui  1  u 
lot  .d  Soiilhcrii  K.ipiisi  ,  hurt  h  lor  >|»ii  iliiul  uuukiiit  i‘- 
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Crucified  •  Matthew  27:41-52 


Whyt  a  jouniey  vuc  have  been  <n  dur¬ 
ing  tbe  last  weeks  of  Jesus’  earthly  his.  He 
had  been  nodung 'lot  fostlirigfat  about  what 
was  BQing  to  happen  yet  the  (fiscqiles  were 
unaware;  grief  and  fear  took  the 
dace  of  m  and  enatemenL  In  a  mete  24 
hours,  they  had  eaten  die  Passover  feast 
and  kamed  of  a  traitor  in  dieir  midst  Jesus 
had  been  arrested,  put  on  trial,  convicted' 
wd  hung  on  a  croas.  He  was  sul^ected  to 
moddng  jeers  front  the  lehfoous  leaders 
andthecrowd  Then  from  die  croas,  we 
hear  His  grievous  m  as  He  quotes  Psahn 
22:1, 'My  God,  niy  Ood,  why  have  you  iir- 
ssken  me?'  Jesus’  Krief-smcken  modier 
and  Jotm,  the  Bdoved  Disdple,  watched  in 
diBbehef  as  the  One  who  only  show«d  krve 
placed  than,  now  modiec  arid  son,  togeth¬ 
er.  It  happened  ao  quickly  and  I  am  sure  it 
was  very  surteaL 

The  sin  that  begui  in  the  Garden  of 
Eden  had  always  hwn  Ooned  far  by  the 
blood  of  boQs  and  sbee^  Godwhoonoe 
walked  with  Adam  and  Eve  in  the  cool  of 
tbe  evening  waa  aeen  01^  through  smoke 
aod  a  curtain.  On  thia  dsty,  hovvever,  the 
■Kiite  needed  far  man’s  sin  would  no 
ktogm  need  tbe  blood  of  buOs  and  sheep 
for^  uMnate  cost  vwould  be  paid  by  Je 
■08,  God’s  own  Son.  We  then  bw  anodier 


ay,  *Father,  into  Your  hands  I  oonimit  my 
%frit‘  as  Jesus  brestbed  I&  last  breath, 
'nten,  just  like  diat  it  was  cner.  Jesus  was 
dead.  Can  you  imagine  the  arspiished  cries 
comirH  from  Maty  wdio  01^  33*  shoct 
years  hefoR,  responded  to  the  ai^’s  an¬ 
nouncement  that  she  wotdd  birth  the  Son 
of  God?  How  could  this  be?  ' 

Suddenly,  amid  die  ebsohite  stillness 
there  b(»n 
a  rumbmig 
and  duddng 
as  darkness 
descended 
imoo  tbe 
vdiole  earth. 

Rocks  were 
mlh  in  halC. 

cries  of 
grief  turned 
to  cries  of 

fear,  and  amid  tbe  chaos  we  hear  the  Cen¬ 
turion  sokfier  ay  out, ‘Suiehr  this  was  the 
Son  of  Godl*  It  mi^t  have  seemed  the 
eardi  itself  was  gtievms  but  that  would  not 
be  tbe  ca8e..deM  and  separation  was  be¬ 
ing  defeated;  tombs  were  opened  and  those 
long  dead  to  this  world  walked  in  desh 
once  again.  SometliitK  very  dramatic  had 
changed  that  day  far  the  whole  earth. 


As  decnifring  as  an  of  this  was  at  Gol¬ 
gotha,  someming  of  ecpial  inmortance  was 
nappeningintfaeHolyofHoGesintheJe- 
lusdem  temple.  The  vdl  that  had  separat¬ 
ed  God  from  His  diQdten  far  neatly  a  dwu- 
sand  years  was  tom  from  top  to  bottom. 
Scbolm  estimate  this  curtain  was  at  least 
60  feet  hi^  and  a  inches  thidc.  its  purpose 
was  to  separate  tne  Holy  of  Holies  (which 

_  housed  the 

arc  of  the 
covenant) 
from  the 
vyorid.  In  an 
those  years, 
very  few 

had  pass^ 
tbcougn  its 
folds  to  en¬ 
ter  that  holy 
place.  In 

only  onoe  a  year  and  otdy  by  the  hi^  priest 
to  atone  for  the  sins  of  me  people.  Now,  as 
tbe  ultimate  sacrifioe  was  gtv^  God  took 
His  Hand  and  qilit  this  barrier  down,  the 
nudde  signifying  that  He  would  again  have 
a  persond  rdationdiip  with  His  people. 
This  provided  salvation  to  aU  who  choose  to 
foUow — Jew  or  GentOe.  No  longer  would 
there  be  a  need  for  an  earthly  hi^  priest... 


Explore  the 

wirfr  Cvndf  Gnocr 


Jesus  was  now  our  eternal  high  prihst. 

Do  we  in  the  2i8t  ooitury  understand 
this  simihcance?  Could  it  be  that  since  we 
have  ^  ays  had  this  aoo^  we  take  for 
granted  ns  importance?  Perhaps  we  should 
contr  .iplate  it  more  often  for  at  that  vm- 
moment  we  were  not  onfy  given  eternal  life 
but  a  personal  rdationsup  with  our  Cre¬ 
ator.  No  lon^  did  we  need  to  fear  God’s 
presence  as  did  Adam  and  P^ve  after  their 
sin.  Bemuse  of  Jesus’ sacrificial  death,  we 
can  enter  this  Holy  place— aiiytane.  He¬ 
brews  4'.i6  stws, ’Thenfore  let  us  approach, 
the  throne  of  grace  with  bcddness,  so  that 
we  may  receive  mercy  and  find  grace  to 
hdpus  at  the  proper  time.''  (HCSB) 

The  question  we  should  ask  is,  "TVliy' 
don’t  we?"  We  have  the  opportunity  as 
no  other  faith  does,  to  walk  d^  with  our 
God.  He  desires  to  meet  with  us  in  this  re¬ 
stored  fellowship;  to,  if  you  will,  walk  again 
in  the  cod  of  the  evening  with  us.  I  pray  as 
we  fixus  on  this  day  of  His  crucifixion  that 
we  win  not  only  fociis  upon  tbe  salvation  it 
Ixings  but  also  the  restored  Hkjwship.  It  is 
there  we  wQ]  disoover  Tife  abundant. . 

Grace  is  a  Bible  teacher,  conference 
leader,  and  member  of  First  Church, 
Clinton. 


Life  in  the  Community  •  Matthew  25:34-40 


One  litmus  teat  diot  proves  our  frith  in 
Christ  is  genuine  is  wfariher  or  not  we  ate 
meetfog:  UK  needs  of  pei^  anmnd  ua, 
both  ioime  church  and  outsiae.  In  fret,  from 
the  venes  we  wO  look  at  this  week  in  Mat¬ 
thew,  ooe  coiid  amiatriy  conclude  that 
you  cant  mdy  love  and  aerve  God  without 
loving  and  seeing  people. 

The  Gospel  is  a  ^-inwoked  kind  of  mes¬ 
sage.  When  you  receive  Christ  you  come  to 
utxlenfriid  tbe  9eat  price  he  paid  far  your 
salvatiaiL  Tfaua,  the  low  of  God  takes  root 
in  wur  heart,  motivatiiig  and  inqiiting  you 
to  be  otfaetHxnteted. 

In  vetoes  M  and  35  Jeaua’  promise  to 
save  dnae  wfoo  met  m  ixeds  of  orbets, 
whether  it  was  feeding  ftw  bungiy,  provid¬ 
ing  water  to  the  Ihfrsty,  diowing  bospitali^ 
to  atrangeto,  dotfaing  tbe  poor  and  naked, 
caring  fair  the  skk.  or  viating  those  iocar- 
oeialM,  oertsinly  does  not  mean  be  was 
peomoting  a  aahotion  by  works  doctrine. 
He  was  amply  teaching  that  thoae  who 
ate  titfy  sons  and  daugnfers  of  God  would 
show  It  in  their  actians. 

'The  Apostle  James  reinfcrces  this 
t—rhiTig-  Whst  good  is  it,  my  brothers, 
tf  B  man  claims  to  have  frith  nut  has  no 
deeds?  Can  such  frith  save  Urn?  Suppose 
a  brother  or  sister  is  without  dothes  and 


daify  food.  If  one  of  you  says  to  him,  ‘Go, 
I  wish  you  wdl;  keep  warm  aixl  well  fed,’ 
but  dom  nothing  dnut  his  physical  needs, 
wfaatBoodisit?  In  the  same  way,  frith 
itadf  ¥  it  is  not  acoonuMiiied  by  actioo.  a 
dead  (Ja.  2:14-17  NI^ 

As  Christiaos  we  do  good  works  not 
to  be  saved  but  because  we  are  saved.  In 
other  words,  our  desite  and  commitment 
to  meet  the 
needs  of  oth¬ 
ers  should  in 
BO  way  be  an 
attempt  on 
our  part  to 
be  accepted 
by  God  We 
vvifl  never  be 
etiouf^ 
heaven  or 
doemughto 

earn  entry.  But  thnxigb  Christ’s  death  for 
us,  our  sins  have  been  forgiven  and  all  our 
ne^  met,  ptwsicaOy,  emotionally,  and 
spiritually’.  Tneiefore  it’s  natural  that  we 
wart  to  meet  the  needs  of  others  so  they 
can  hove  the  same  experience. 

Paul  reminds  us  that,  "We  arc  (fod’s 
workmanship,  created  in  Chri.st  Jesus  to 
do  good  works,  which  CkkI  pn-pared  in 


dies  for  Life 

Jim  Burnett 


advance  for  us  to  do"  (Eph.  2;to  NIV). 
When  we  ore  meeting  the  needs  of  oth¬ 
ers  we  are  fulfilling  the  purpose  for  which 
God  nmde  us.  We  are  also  offering  proof 
of  our  salvatioa. 

Serving  others,  however,  not  only  al¬ 
lows  us  to  fulfill  our  purpose  and  prove 
that  wc  are  children  of  God,  it  also  bfingE 
the  behrver  great  joy.  When  God  is  using 
you  to  bless 
others  there 
is  no  greater 
satisfaction 
that  can  be 
had.  Sadly, 
some  Chris¬ 
tians  have 
not  experi¬ 
enced  the  ful¬ 
fillment  that 
aanes  from 

lieing  other-centered  becaase  they  arc  too 
seK-centeted 

ImmediateK  after  Jesas  led  the  Sa¬ 
maritan  vwiman  to  frith  in  iKxl.  his  dis¬ 
ciples  came  and  urged  him  to  eat.  When 
thQ-  offered  him  Sxxl,  mlerestingly,  he 
responded  'I  have  foxl  tn  cat  that  ytsi 
know  nrthing  about"  (Jn.  NIV).  His 
aiwwer  confriscd  them,  and  they  wontlcred 


among  themsdves  if  someone  bad  brouglnw 
him  .something  to  eat  while  they  were  away. 
Jesus  continued:  "Myfrxid'smd  Jesus,‘is 
to  do  the  win  of  him  who  sent  me  and  to 
finish  his  work*  (Jn.  4:34  NIV).  Living  out 
God's  wrin  and  aUowitK  him  to  use  you  to 
meet  peon’s  needs  wUI  feed  vour  ixxil.  in¬ 
fuse  your  heart  with  joy,  and  hriiw  the  rich 
blesnngs  of  God  do^  on  yoiu’  Ide.  Then' 
is  deep  joy  awaiting  those  who  serve  the 
I  old’s  purpo(».  Anti  cme  of  those  purposes 
is  certainly  ministering  to  those  in  ne<d. 

Another  powerfiil  lesson  Jesus  taught  in 
these  passages,  spedfieally  verses  ,37-40,  is 
Ihrt  wherever  there  is  human  need  Jesus  is 
divinely  present  Thervfirrc,  anything  wi'  do 
for  othas,  if  wc  do  it  for  the  right  reasisx,  to 
the  ^ry  of  God  is  equivalent  to  doing  it  for 
the  Lord  Wow,  that's  amazing  to  consdiT 
Every  time  I  help  someone  in  the  name  ot 
Jesus.  I  am  minikering  to  tlK-  lord 

(fed  is  ainneeted  to  his  creation.  Even 
iieoplc  who  do  not  acknowfesige  him  or 
hclicvr  m  Christ  arc  s-till  loved  thv  Izirft 
■uxi  carwi  for  by  thi-  lonl.  .And  heraiise  wc 
are  the  hands  and  feet  of  .Jesas  we  iKeel  to 
rcaeh  out  to  any  anil  all  who  liav  c  nessls 

Burnett  is  po.stor  of  iMIlow  Potnte 
i'hiirch,  llotUeshuri) 


DESIGNS 

eiont  fttvn  p.  1 

Assixiation  (EPA)  for  the  third 
year  in  a  row  ruiroed  BP  as  its 
Award  of  EzccDence  redpien* 
in  tbe  efoiomiaaUonai  (ili^tal) 
category,  the  sssodation’a  top 
honor  for  online  denomina- 
tfaoal  news  services. 

EP^  aprofeasionsi  aaaoda- 
tkw  of  Chriatian  pubUcationa 


and  websites,  has  posted  a 
complete  list  of  award  winners 
at  evangelicalpress.com/20t7- 
awards-of-ex<*llence/. 

Among  grand  prize  winners 
in  the  2017  Fleleb  Awaids  were: 

■  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention’s  Gateway  Seminary  in 
Ontario,  Ca.  (public  relations 
and  development). 

■  BapUat  Foundation  of 
Oklahoma  in  Oklahoma  City 
(interactive  communications). 


■  Tennessee  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  in  Nashville  (audio¬ 
visual  communication). 

■  .Mark  Ira  Hooks,  c»mniu- 
nie-ations  ilirector  for  Collin 
Asscx-iation  in  Fairview.  Texas 
i.pbotogisphy). 

■  Seth  Brown,  content  edi¬ 
tor  of  North  Carolina’s  Biblical 
Recorder,  weekly  riews  journal 
of  the  Baptist  State  Conven¬ 
tion  of  North  Carolina  in  Cary 
(news  writing). 


■  HariMT  McKay,  nows 
and  infi'rniatioii  speeialisi  at 
the  Southern  Baptist  Ci>nven- 
lion’s  Southeastern  Seniin.iry’ 
in  Wake  Forest,  S.C.  (feature 
writing). 

■  llnion  I’niversily  (de-- 


Baptist  pastor  who  was  -r-ui- 
tor  of ’The  Baptist  Ree-ord  from 
iej56-59.  left  The  Rerord  to  tie 
come  the  first  director  of  BP  in 


Nashviiie.  He  re-tiresi  in  luH-  as 
.ii'c  pri-,idi-nl  of  public  rcia  > 
fioiis  for  the  Southern  Baplisi 
Convenlion  Fxisiitive  Com¬ 
mittee'  in  Na-hville. 

BCA.  w'hieh  1-  more  Ilian  no 
yi-ars  old.  has  |s)slesi  a  eoin- 
lete  list  o(  award  winners  at, 
aptisti  onimunie.af orv.org, 
awarvis/ 

hditor's  /loft  Baptist  Pres- 
contributed  to  this  article 


the  Baptist  RatoiD  May  IS.  2017 


ccivmi  CHURCH.  RtUE  SPRMGS.  ncognizwl  iti  school 
graduatM  May  7.  Shown  ara  Sarah  Primer,  Baoca  Gregorv,  Chandtar 
Baggett,  and  Rj«n  VIMIaca.  David  VVattaca.  aasoaata/youlh  paator 


Just  for  the  Record 

In  other  Church  News: 

>  The  Children’s  Advocacy 
Centets  of  Mississippi  (CACM) 
is  mooaoring  a  senes  special 
trainiiM  seminars,  Chaplains 
for  Children.  The  training 
prepares  attendees  to  recog- 
niae  and  respond  to  cases  m 
sexual  airuse,  physical  abuse, 
emotional  abuse  and  neglect. 

Training  will  be  in  Flowood  at 
Table  no  Hay  i8  -  >9, 8:30 
a.m.  -  5  p.m..  and  in  Gul^rt 
at  Ae  Courtyard  Marriott 
Beachfront  July  13, 8:30  ajn. 

-  5  P-m.  and  July  14, 8:30  a  jn. 
tvgh  school  -  4:45  pjn.  For  more  it^rma-  GOOD  HOI 
V.  Chandtar  tion  and  to  r^jster,  visit  www.  Bryan  Stuart 
ah  pastor  childadvocacyms.org/events.  O’Noal.  Stuai 


GOOD  HOPE  CHURCH,  RICHTON.  ordained  and  licensed 
Bryan  Stuart  to  the  ministry  Apr.  30,  Shown  are  pastor  Anthony 
O’Neal.  Stuart,  and  Stephanie  Stuart 


iT  f 


first  church,  TUPELO.  recognized  its  seniors  witti  a 

The  SonahkMn  af  FlllftT  ci  ^  baccalaureate  service  Showr>  are  Adam  Brown.  Brienna  Newbv 

MclC«„«  Vbung.  Kaieb  Miilone,  Molly  Wbmack  BiJ^i  lZSSs. 

-  ■  ■  ana  senior  Adults  ^  Robinson.  .Vlatt  POwaS.  pastor. 


Do 


you  want  to  explore  your  history?. 


RRK 


Let  us  help  you  get  there. 
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•tjrixa .  Menpie .  oriod 
htSMk'Smrar 
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